
Good 

Ephesians 6:1-9 

In the first part of this chapter Paul is showing us how we reflect, who God says we are, at work 

and home. 

You are good because Jesus is seen in your work your motives, and you family. 

1. Jesus in our work (v. 5-8) 

I begin with the word “bond servant” or slave because if we misunderstand this word, we will 

misunderstand this part of the text. 

For American’s in the 21st century, when we hear the word “slave” it is impossible for us to think 

of anything, but the violent race based, lifetime slavery that existed in Europe and America in the 

17th through the 19th century. 

That is not the slavery of Paul’s day. 

First the slavery of that day was not race based. 

Second, in almost every case it lasted up to the age of 30. 

I quote, “In Paul’s day, despite legal distinction between owners and slaves slavery did not 

denote a different social or economic class … 

… their social status, lifestyle, economic, even their education was tied to the status of their 

respective master and they developed no recognizable consciousness of being a group … 

… or suffering a common plight and for this reason any call like “slaves of the world unite” 

would have fallen on completely deaf ears in ancient times … 

…in fact, rather than unsuccessfully look for work many people sold themselves into slavery for 

job security. 



In many ways, masters and slaves, in Paul’s day, were more like bosses and employees than like 

“slaves and masters” in early American history. 

That is important because we need to see that, culturally speaking, Paul is speaking to bosses and 

employees. 

In v. 5 Paul says for employees to obey their bosses as they would obey Christ. 

… not to please (v. 6) their boss … but because this is God’s will. 

There are a few things you need to see about this part of Paul’s admonition. 

Work is a divine calling because all work is God’s way of meeting our needs and bringing life to 

others. 

In fact, the philosophy of all work is found in Genesis 1:2,3. 

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," 

and there was light. (Gen. 1:2-3) 

We know that God’s creating the earth was work … because God rested on the 7th day. 

This is the first example of work in the bible. 

Work is God bringing order out of chaos. 

In a sense that is true with all work. 

• cleaning 

• cooking 

• accounting 

• medicine 

• sales 

• building 



• tearing down a dilapidated building to replace it with a good one. 

• mechanic work 

• HVAC work 

• lawn care 

• farming 

If you think about it you will realize that all good work is (at its very core) creative … bringing 

order out of chaos. 

…and Paul says when you do it: 

• Do it for Christ 

• Do it because it is the will of God 

• Do it (v. 8) knowing that, in the end, God will reward you for it. 

Paul wants us to understand that our work has eternal meaning and purpose … 

That means (as Melanie says) no job is beneath you 

That means that everyone’s work deserves our respect …  

Let’s say you go to a restaurant and you have a waiter … you respect that person who is waiting 

on you … 

… you stop at the gas station to buy a coffee or bottle of water … that person waiting on you 

(because of Christ) should receive your respect. 

If you don’t treat people who serve you with dignity, then you don’t have a biblical view of 

work. 

You are good because Jesus is seen in your work your motive, and you family. 

2. Jesus in our motive (v. 9) 

Paul says in verse 9: 



Masters do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their 

Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him. (Eph. 6:9) 

This verse is pretty straightforward. 

Masters (bosses) are to have the same attitude for their employees that they employees are to 

have for their bosses. 

There are some bosses that are good and some bosses that are bad … but we need to see that the 

real boss, behind the physical boss, is Jesus. 

Even if your pay isn’t the best … or if it is wonderful! 

Even if your work conditions are the best … or if they are the greatest! 

Even if your retirement plan is great … or non-existent! 

Paul says work with reverence with a sincere heart as you would Christ. 

… doing the will of God from the heart. 

… bosses no longer threatening. 

Whether you are boss or employee you are to perform your role to the best of your ability 

because the Lord Jesus Christ is watching, and he will reward you accordingly. (v. 8) 

Christianity brings harmony by changing the motivation of the heart. 

You are good because Jesus is seen in your work your motives, and you family. 

3. Jesus in our family (v. 1-4) 

In the first 4 verses of this chapter Paul shows us there is something for children to do and 

something for parents to do. 



Here is what I love about this first verse. 

Paul expects that there are some children who will hear this and want to obey it … 

… Paul expects some children to have believed in Christ. 

Here is the mistake we make … we think that children will never do right unless they are forced 

... 

Paul says that is not the case. 

He admonishes children (which everyone of us are …or have been as some point) to obey their 

parents … 

… and honor their father and mother. 

Paul says that we must ALWAYS honor and parents … that is one of the 10 commandments… 

… but obey in the Lord (the 10 commandments don’t say obey) … obey when it is right. 

Honor is absolute 

Obedience is conditional 

No matter what age you are, or your parents are, you must always treat your parents with respect 

… your children will know how to honor you by watching you honor your parents 

--any child can find some mistakes in their mother and father’s parenting … because no one is 

perfect, and we are all learning as we go. 

Honoring your parents means forgiving them for whatever mistakes you think they made raising 

you. 

Honor is absolute, you must always … 



But obedience is conditional. 

When you become an adult, you are to forsake you mother and father and “cleave” to your 

spouse. 

When you become an adult, unless you are living under your parents’ roof, you have no biblical 

mandate to obey them …. Obedience is conditional. 

If you are a Christian child and your parents command you to violate the Word of God … you 

obey the word of God …  

Obedience is conditional… it is governed by situation and age. 

Children obey because this is right … 

… Everyone honors their parents so that you will have a long life in the land. 

But Paul also says there is something for parents to do. 

Father’s do not provoke your children to anger… 

It is important to note that the word of Father is ‘pater’—this is father not parents. 

Paul is giving a warning to fathers because fathers are more apt to do this. 

In ancient times children were property… 

When a baby was born into a Roman family it was brought and laid before the father. If he 

picked it up that meant he was accepting the child into the family … if he did not it meant the 

child was rejected and it could be sold, given away, or even killed. 

Paul is elevating the child from the status of property and saying to fathers … you have a 

responsibility … 

… don’t provoke your children to anger. 



The word “anger’ means infuriate or frustrate … 

There are two ways a father can infuriate or frustrate their children … 

… too much discipline … or not enough discipline. 

This command rules out: 

• Excessive severe discipline 

• Unreasonably harsh demands 

• Abusive authority 

• Gross insensitivity 

One of the things that can cause a parent to be too severe or unreasonable with their children is 

an unhealthy drive to try to make your children perfect… 

… newsflash … you aren’t perfect, and neither are your children. 

Now, you don’t use this danger to avoid all parenting … 

Paul’s admonishing to not provoke your children to anger also rules out: 

• The absence of discipline 

• No demands, no authority 

• No accountability 

When Paul says to not provoke our children to anger, he is saying “find the balance” … 

… the balance of nurture and concern coupled with loving discipline is essential … otherwise 

they will grow up “moody and dysfunctional.” 

… their sense of reality will be skewed. 

… if you don’t show them loving discipline they will go into the world and be shocked to find 

that everyone else is not as compliant to their demands as you were. 



… if they don’t receive nurture and concern, they will possibly grow up to be harsh and cruel to 

others. 

Paul wrote to the Colossians “Fathers provoke not your children to anger lest they be 

discouraged.” 

The opposite of provoking your children is to encourage your children! 

Paul says children need nurture, concern, and loving discipline. 

But Paul also says in verse 4 that parents are to “bring them up” … 

You are not raising children; you are raising adults. 

… “bringing them up” means don’t push them out too soon … 

… “bringing them up” also means getting them to the place where they are no longer 

dependent upon you. 

… through proper loving balanced discipline AND INSTRUCTION of the Lord.! 

You must not refuse to ask your children to believe what you believe. 

You have to say to your children, “this is who God is.” 

… whether they know it or not, whether they accept it or not … at some point in their life the one 

thing that is going to give them the strength to weather the most terrible storm is knowing where 

you and mommy stood …  

…where you and your husband ultimately put your deepest trust 

For the sake of your children’s future you must avoid moral abdication. 

You are good because Jesus is seen in your work your motives, and you family. 



Let me end by showing how even these things are be gospel centered. 

Consider the topic of masters and servants. 

Jesus is the ultimate master who became a servant and that by dying under the lash of sin’s whip, 

he became the King of Kings and Lord of Lords so that by surrendering to Him we might find 

everlasting, glorious, and eternal freedom. 

And what about the topic of parents and children. 

Jesus honored His father to the point of losing His father’s love for a moment in time so that we 

might have the greatest love of the greatest Father time, space and eternity has ever known. 

 

 

 

 


